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within them. His leadership was born of shared pain, common struggle,
and mutual respect.

From the age of eighteen, he took up a responsible and conscious fight
and remained with his people-steadfastly trusting in his comrades—until his
final days in freedom and clandestine life. Even while under the pursuit of
the infamous secret police agencies AGSA, KAM, and KHAD, he remained
protected and supported by the people within the networks and circles he
maintained.

Reading this work not only deepens our understanding of the tragedies of
recent decades but also traces the roots of our misfortunes: discrimination,
authoritarianism, and ethnic violence. If Majid had not been executed by
the People’s Democratic Party of Afghanistan (PDPA) and the Soviets—if
he and his comrades had remained among the people as a progressive
opposition—and if the democratic and leftist intellectuals had not been
annihilated by the Soviet proxy regime, then the resistance against the
Soviet invasion could have taken a more independent and self-reliant
form. It would not have fallen into the lap of Pakistan and Iran—-backed
factions. According to Majid’s own vision—an “independent national line,
a united national front, and guerrilla warfare”-our country might have
achieved freedom, democracy, stability, and social justice.

Much has yet to be written about this legendary figure. We sincerely hope
that other comrades and those close to Majid who have the gift of writing
will pen their memories and experiences. We are grateful to Mr. Farhoud for
writing this valuable work. We wish him continued health, and look forward
to further discussions and exploration of Majid’s rich and dramatic life, and
to the completion of Majid—Nama as a full biography of this modern—-day
national legend.

Manizha Nadari
Director, Shahmama Publishing
The Netherlands, June 7, 2025
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Publisher’s Note
Translated by: Chat GPT

Writing a few lines about the glorious name of Majid—and doing so as the
publisher—is not only a great honor, but also a profound responsibility. It is
an opportunity to shed light on a personality whose name shines like a star
in the annals of our contemporary revolutionary history.

Shahmama Publishing House hopes that with the release of this work,
new pages of history will open and the legacy of this selfless hero of our
land will be further introduced to younger generations. We aspire that the
memories, achievements, and ideals of this towering figure will receive the
due attention they deserve, and that they inspire today’s youth to carry
forward the struggle for the lofty aspirations of Majid and his comrades-—
especially during these challenging times.

As this work will reveal, Majid was a prominent and respected figure for
individuals from all walks of life and followers of various ideologies. He
seemed like one of those elusive heroes we searched for in movies. Though
I knew little of him then, the echo of his name left a lasting impression on
my teenage imagination. Only through reading and editing this manuscript
did | come to know the depth of his conviction, the brilliance of his mind,
and the unshakable courage of this legendary, untamed soul.

This research, penned by Mohammad Shah Farhoud—-a committed writer
and ex—political prisoner, and one of the devoted followers of Majid’s ideas
and ideals—portrays Majid as a symbol and leader of resistance against all
forms of oppression and injustice. Throughout more than twenty—two years
of unyielding struggle, he refused allegiance to both the royal court and the
Soviet-backed parties of Khalq and Parcham. Instead, he chose the hard
road: to live among the people, raising awareness, building solidarity, and
urging purposeful resistance to injustice and tyranny.

He lived among the people with wisdom, spreading awareness and calling
them to purposeful political and social resistance. Majid served as a bridge
between intellectuals and the common people—-a gap that, even today,
remains a wound in our society. He understood the heartbeat of the
streets. His thoughts were not imposed upon the people; they arose from
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How can Majid’s legacy and legend be studied amid such complexity and
concealment? How can fundamental connections between gaps, missing
links, and symbolic elements be established? These are the questions
explored within the text through an investigation into the origins and
realities behind the myth.

The various aspects of his life as a loyalist, intellectual, partisan, elder,
populist, political activist, and organizer are addressed in separate texts.
If this writing reflects any sparks of these elements—whether ideological,
intellectual, political, organizational, ethical, or even propaganda-they are
only to the extent necessary to represent the multifaceted personality of
Majid within the realm of myth, epic, and heroism.

If some topics are left in silence, deferred, or briefly mentioned, it is not
out of negligence, but to avoid confusion and preserve clarity for focused
examination in future writings.

The diverse dimensions are examined and combined to reveal the myth
of Majid. However, no single aspect or element is privileged over another;
each plays its fluid role in the overall structure. The reality of Majid is this:
he was at once a loyalist and an intellectual, a nobleman and a partisan,
a political activist and a revolutionary, a man of action and a reader and
writer, a leader and an organizer, a pioneer and a thinker. None of these
traits or characters can be excluded, nor can one be deemed superior to
the others. These various elements, lived experiences, and ideas together
form the legacy of Maijid.

M. S. Farhoed
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from the myth to the history, from his early rebellion to an epic heroism.
The improbable becomes possible and historical.

Majid’s life story, having lived in secrecy for a lifetime, is to me a “Masnavi
of seventy volumes”; and yet, as far as it is possible in this oral and
undocumented society to write about such a character, this book attempts
to delve into Maijid’s mysterious and especially mythic dimension. It strives
to pass narratives, events, records, and phenomena through the filter of
critique and evaluation—as far as possible, free from passion or bias, not in
the form of ideological writing, but through the lens of a researcher, relying
on explanation, analysis, interpretation, reasoning, and decoding.

This book has taken form forty—four years after Majid’s execution (June
1980-June 2024), at a time when some of Majid’s comrades and
acquaintances are still alive.

Majid’s political companions, family members, loyalists, personal friends,
networks, contemporaries, and even propagandists of authoritarian regimes
are still alive with their stories and accounts. After careful evaluation, these
narratives are used as semi-reliable field data and sources.

Majid’s lifestyle was fundamentally different from that of an ordinary,
safe, and conventional individual. The scarcity of documents and records
corresponds to his extraordinary, permanently hidden way of life. In
contemporary history, Majid was a character who, after going underground
(except for brief periods such as a few months after his release from
Dehmazang prison in 1965, participation in the elections, a few days after
meeting Daoud Khan in the spring of 1974, and one week during the first
month after the April Coup in 1978 following meetings with Abdul Hamid
Muhtat and Dastgir Panjsheri based on past familiarity), lived in secret
resistance against various regimes. His achievements are the result of an
underground, forbidden, and covert history.

For more than two decades-through the golden monarchy, the crowned
republic, and the coup regime with Soviet domination—Majid fought against
palaces and rulers under constant pursuit and in hiding, for freedom,
justice, revolution, and happiness.

Majid’s lifestyle is unique, and this exceptional status has caused a lack
of prior research and established narratives. The floating and diverse
accounts, mixed with exaggerated and at times mythical oral traditions,
have made the research path complex and challenging.
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Majid Kalkani was born in the month of Hamal 1318 (March 1939) in the
region of Kalakan, Kabul Province. In 1944, his grandfather and father
(Malik Abdul Hakim Khan and Abdul Rahim Khan) were executed by the
Naderi monarchy and Prime Minister Hashim Khan. Following this tragedy,
at the age of six, he was exiled with his family to Kandahar. The exile
ended after about nine years, and he returned to Kabul. During this time,
he came under the tutelage of Qazi Abdul Zahir Sami, a parliamentarian
and one of the renowned intellectuals of the era.

At the age of eighteen (1957), Majid went into permanent hiding, and at
the age of forty—one, on the 18th of Jawza 1359 (June 1980), he was
executed.

This, the first volume of Majid—nama, focuses on the complex and mythical
personality of Majid Kalkani—a figure whose every dimension, due to its
intricacy and symbolism, demands curiosity, explanation, and analytical
exploration. This study seeks to uncover the deepest layers of the legend,
to the extent permitted by the author’s knowledge and capacity.

The research method is based on interviews, narratives, observations,
documents, and texts available concerning this mystery. It also reflects
on memories and indirect records that can describe, verify, and introduce
this legendary hero within the intended scope. Thus, those elements and
traits that relate in any way to the myth of Majid and his heroic nature are
examined and evaluated. Myth, legend, epic, heroism, and history are
concepts that intersect and blend in this discussion. There is a passage
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